
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 

After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 

the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 

to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 

Question(s) is addressed 

in this piece of literature?  

Content:  

a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 

b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  

Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 

numbers/lines if needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


	Title: Harrison Bergeron - Long Movie
	Your name: Clare Magura
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: 1) What makes people discriminate? 

2) Why are people always trying to be like someone else?


	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: The story takes place in the future and they want everyone to be the same so people wear these headbands where it takes away their intelligences and makes everyone the same amount of smartness so they are "equally smart". Harrison is irregularly smart so he is asked to join a secret agency that is so secret and filled with the counties smartest people where they pretty much control everyones lives. But Harrison doesn't think this is fair so he tries to change it and breaks into the TV room and does a live broadcast to the country on the TV and tells them about the secret agency. He later goes on a talk show and he shots himself
Themes: not everyone can be same, stick up for yourself and what you believe in 
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: 1) people discriminate when they are jealous of other people and what they have so in the movie they wear these bands so everyone is the same and no one is jealous of someone else

2) because everyone wants to be perfect, you see something you like in someone else that you don't have and you want to be perfect so you try and be like them in that sort of way. In the movie everyone wanted to be perfect and tried to be like someone else so they decided to try and make everyone the same and equal.


