Guide Sheet for Literature Circles

Name: Chloe 
Group Name: Leah, Georgia 
Book: Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe 
Answer the following questions in complete sentences and use textual evidence where appropriate.

1. Describe the three most important events or character revelations you have read so far in your novel.  (Remember to tell why you’ve deemed these three as most important in your opinion.)

-The most important event so far is the drive to Tucson. Ari and his dad were driving to see his aunt and in the car his dad told Ari why they never talked about his brother and what happened to his mother when he got locked up. 

-I think the accident is one of the most important events because Ari and Dante’s friendship started to grow and become stronger after the accident. It showed how much Ari cares about Dante even though he said it was just his reflexes. 

-The last important event is when Dante moved back to El Paso from Chicago. This was important because Ari realized how much he valued and missed Dante. It showed how much the two characters had changed and evolved during the time they were apart. 

2. Predict will happen next with the main characters?  Why do you say this?  (Use textual evidence to support your idea…. note page numbers too.)

-I think Ari will find out more about his family’s history because his dad said he would show him pictures of his brother, page 286. His mother also said she would give him all the letters she had written his aunt page 291. This will most likely spark his interest even more and he might research new information and maybe discover and meet a new family member. 

3. Relate to the novel by discussing similarities that are you finding between your life and the lives presented in the story?  

-Ari lives far away from most of his extended family. I also don’t have any extended family in the same city. 

4. Select three lines from the text that make you think, intrigue you, or fall under the category of being wonderfully composed.  Comment on why you chose each of the lines.  

- “Everything is our fault” page 292, I chose this because after Ari’s parents opened up to Ari the blamed themselves for everything that Ari has been through. Ari was not sure if they were being sarcastic or not. I think it is somewhat sarcastic but I think there is some truth to it because they did keep Ari in the dark through a lot of times during his life. 

- “You’ve been quiet” page 285, I chose this because Ari’s dad said this to Ari while they were driving. I thought it was interesting because usually his dad is the one that does not talk.

- “Your aunt adored you” page 284, I chose this quote because while Ari was at his aunt’s funeral one of her friends went up to Ari and said this. This engaged me because Ari didn’t really know his aunt and hadn’t seen her in many years. So the fact that his aunt talked about him to her friends and that they remembered I think really touched Ari. 
5. What if you were in the shoes of the main character right now?  What would you do?  Why?

-I would probably ask a lot of questions about his aunt because she has passed away and Ari didn’t know her very well. I would be curious to know what type of person she was besides how caring she was towards Ari. 

6. Recommend two themes from the text for your group to discuss and come up with three questions that will help get that discussion going.
-Why have his parent kept him from his aunt and brother? 

-Why did they feel they needed to protect him from his brother? 

-Why has his dad started to open up Ari? 

-How will his dad being more open affect Ari? 

