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Pathways to a Theme
When you have read your chosen story, respond to the following questions:

1. What is happening in the story? Answer in point form or full sentences.
The number zero wants to become a number that can count like one two three etc.... But he can't

because hes not on the number line he try his hardest to make numbers out of him by stretching
and twisting to become another number but with all his effort he still can't to do. He was going

to give up but then an idea came to him. he could become a ten two could become a 20 and
it added value to all of the numbers and they continued to count like that.

2. Identify and describe the conflict in the story.

All he wanted to do was be able to count but the zero couldn't. person vs self because he was
fighting himself about not being able to count.

3. Brainstorm words or phrases that connect to the class discussion on the human condition.
search for slef worth

trying to be someone there not
feeling like he/she doesn't belong
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4. What are 2-3 the theme or big idea of the story? Create a theme statement.
-You can create a theme statement by using the formula topic+treatment (+/-) = result. Eg. In
Macbeth, one could say that “ambition + too much = destruction”. Therefore the theme statement would
be “Too much ambition can lead to destruction”
-A theme statement has no absolutes, no cliches and no conversational language. Eg. ‘I think its
to never judge a book by its cover”’is NOT a good theme statement.

. Zero ends up countin
Topic Zero wants to count + treatment(+/-) + = result P g

Theme Statement
if you keep your mind to it you may acheve it

destroyed self worth

Topic Yourself - badly

+ treatment(+/-) = result

Theme Statement
treating you badly can distroy you

standard + self dought self disrespect

Topic + treatment(+/-) = result

Theme Statement

it will be hard to be happy whrn trying to chnage yourself to be like
and look like

5. Change the theme statements into a deep questions. Eg. What can be the result of too much

ambition? OR Can too much ambition lead to destruction?
everyone tried so hard to fit in. everyone did try to hard to fit in so

that led to the numbers to be upset about themslef
why do we doubt are selfs
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