
Making Sense of Background Knowledge: Building Understanding of the Essential Question 
After watching a movie or listening to a TEDtalk or reading a piece of literature, a poem, or any other piece of writing, fill in 
the chart below. When complete, file into your “Inquiry” folder OR print and keep for future reference. You teacher may ask 
to keep your work as an example to expand understanding in the class 

Title  ________________________________________________________    Your name: ___________________________________________ 

Which Essential 
Question(s) is addressed 
in this piece of literature?  

Content:  
a) What happens in the 

text/movie/Talk? 
b) What is the main 

message/theme? 

Understanding: 
How does the text answer the EQ?  
Answer in full sentences. Record relevant quotes and page 
numbers/lines if needed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


	Title: House
	Your name: Angie
	Which Essential Questions is addressed in this piece of literatureRow1: When you make a bad decision, are there always good circumstances?
	Content a What happens in the textmovieTalk b What is the main messagethemeRow1: a)The dad Harry wants to live in a nice home on a hill so the family can see the view and have a nice yard for their kids to play. Anna the mom thinks that there small apartment is good enough and does not want to move. The dad agrees to sell his boat so they can afford a new house. The family started looking at different houses and eventually moved to a nice house on a hill. The house did not fit there family so they nocked down some walls and made a plan on what they where going to change about the house.

b) the main message is about change, and how to except the change that is happening and how to deal with it.
	Understanding How does the text answer the EQ Answer in full sentences Record relevant quotes and page numberslines if neededRow1: Good circumstances don't always come out as the end result. In the case of the story "House" the family went through many thoughts and changes but in the end they got a new house that they didn't really like at first. After getting used to the house, the family made a plan and they liked the choice that they made to move. This story ended with good circumstances, which is not always the case.


